
- 1 -

Development Management Committee
8 November 2018

WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE held on 
Thursday 8 November 2018 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, The 
Campus, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 6AE.

PRESENT: Councillors N.Pace (Chairman)
J.Boulton (Vice-Chairman)

S.Boulton, J.Caliskan, A.Chesterman, L.Chesterman 
(substituting for P.Shah), J.Cragg (substituting for H.Bromley), 
S.Elam, P.Hebden, M.Larkins, T.Lyons, S.Markiewicz, 
S.Wrenn

OFFICIALS 
PRESENT:

Head of Planning (C.Haigh)
Development Management Service Manager (C.Carter)
Trowers and Hamlins LLP (J.Ratta)  
Principal Development Management Officer (M.Robinson)
Governance Services Officer (M.Lowe)

64. SUBSTITUTION OF MEMBERS

The following substitution of Committee Members had been made in accordance 
with Council Procedure Rules 19-22:

Councillor L.Chesterman for Councillor P.Shah
Councillor J.Cragg for Councillor H.Bromley.

65. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors H.Bromley and P.Shah.

66. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 11 October 2018 were approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.

67. 22 PARKWAY WELWYN GARDEN CITY AL8 6HG - 6/2018/1881/FULL - 
CHANGE OF USE FROM OFFICES (B1) TO HOTEL (C1) AND ERECTION OF 
SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION

Report of the Corporate Director (Public Protection, Planning and Governance) 
setting out the planning application for the change of use from offices (B1) to 
hotel (C1) and erection of single storey extension.
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The application site comprised a vacant building and associated car park and 
gardens which had last been used for office purposes.  The imposing building 
was located in a prominent position in the town centre and faced onto Parkway 
and originally had been built as a house with a large garden.  The site had been 
vacant for some time and was presently enclosed with security fencing with 
windows secured against break-in.

Further north were a further four large houses, each different but clearly 
designed as a group and set on spacious plots with large rear gardens.  All were 
now in commercial use, with parking in the back gardens and most have had 
sizeable rear extensions which considerably altered their appearance at the rear, 
although from the front as viewed across Parkway the integrity of the original 
group remained largely intact.

To the south of the site was a formal area of open space which comprised the 
Reiss Memorial Garden.  The rear (west) boundary of the site adjoined the 
gardens of Asquith House, a complex of flats for older people located on 
Guessens Road, and opposite was the open gardens and boulevard of Parkway.

The original plot measured approximately 45m deep with the original house sited 
in the front quarter of the plot.  Subsequent extensions at ground and first floor 
had reduced the original garden depth such that at present the building extended 
to within approximately 25m of the rear boundary and the first floor extension 
extended to within 27m of the rear boundary.  The application proposal would 
see the ground floor extended to within 11.5m of the rear boundary, over two 
thirds of the original plot depth and across almost the entire width of the building.

The application had been presented to the Development Management 
Committee because Councillor M.Cowan had called-in the application “due to 
the massive public reaction to it, and secondly as it would conflict with expected 
use as in various iterations of local plans”.

Mr Pyper, the agent representing the applicant, spoke in favour of the 
application.

Mr Davis, objector, on behalf of the Welwyn Garden City Society, spoke against 
the application, stating the proposed development went against the ethos of the 
original Garden City and that the site was inappropriate for the use for a hotel.

Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council M.Cowan, reiterated his reasons for calling-in 
the application.

Ward Councillor F.Thomson spoke against the application. The proposed 
changes to the size and scale of the building would have a detrimental impact on 
the amenity of the neighbouring properties and would result in an 
overdevelopment of the site in a heritage and conservation area.

It was then proposed by Councillor S.Markiewicz, seconded by Councillor 
T.Lyons and
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RESOLVED:
(unanimous)

That planning permission be REFUSED for the reasons set out in the 
report of Officers.

68. APPEAL DECISIONS

Report of the Corporate Director (Public Protection, Planning and Governance) 
detailing recent appeal decisions for the period 30 September to 24 October 
2018.

RESOLVED:

That appeal decisions during this period be noted.

69. PLANNING UPDATE - FUTURE PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Report of the Corporate Director (Public Protection, Planning and Governance) 
provided Members with a summary of planning applications that might be 
presented to the Committee over the next one or two months.  Members noted 
that if the call-in or application was withdrawn, the item would not be presented 
to Committee.

RESOLVED:

That future planning applications which might be considered by the 
Committee be noted.

70. DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE REPORT - JULY - 
SEPTEMBER 2018

Report of the Corporate Director (Public Protection, Planning and Governance) 
relating to the performance of the Development Management Service over the 
three month period July to September 2018.

RESOLVED:

That Members note the content of this report.

Meeting ended 8.45pm
ML


